THE PROCESS OF AVATARHOOD

external Avatarhood is a sign, in the symbol of a
human life, of the eternal inner Godhead making' him-
self manifest in the field of their own human mentality
and corporeality so that they can grow into unity with
that and be possessed by it. The divine manifestation
of a Christ, Krishna, Buddha in external humanity has
tor its inner truth the same manifestation of the
eternal Avatar within in our own inner humanity.
That which has been done in the outer human life of
earth, may be repeated in the inner life of all human
beings.

This is the object of the incarnation, but wdiat is.
the method? First, we have the rational or minimis-
ing view7 of Avatarhood which sees in it only an
extraordinary manifestation of the diviner qualities
moral, intellectual and dynamic by w^ich average
humanity is exceeded. In this idea there is a certain
truth. The Avatar is at the same time the Vibhuti.
This Krishna who in his divine inner being is the
Godhead in a human form, is in his outer human
being the leader of his age, the great man of the
Vrishnis.  This is from the point of view7 of the
Nature, not of the soul. The Divine manifests him-
self through infinite qualities of his nature and the
intensity of the manifestation is measured by their
power and their achievement. The vibhuti of the
Divine is therefore, impersonally, the manifest power
of his quality, it is his outflowing, in whatever form,
of Knowledge, Energy, Love, Strength and the rest;

personally, it is the mental form and the animate
being in whom this power is achieved and does its
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